
THE IRON CURTAIN  

The Iron Curtain was a metaphor used by Winston Churchill in 1946 to describe the post-war division 

of Europe into two different political systems: the democratic, open-market West and the socialist 

East with its people's republics based on the Soviet example. In the 1960s, the Iron Curtain 

developed into a physical border of 2000 km of barbed wire, lookout posts and roadblocks between 

East and West. People in East Germany and Eastern Europe could no longer travel to the West 

without special permission. The Iron Curtain was not lifted until the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. The 

years in between are known in history as the "Cold War Era".  

WINSTON CHURCHILL‘S SPEECH IN FULTON, USA, 5 MARCH 1946  

The former British Prime Minister on the subject of Soviet foreign policy in Eastern Europe:  

Nobody knows what Soviet Russia [ ... ] intends to do in the immediate future, or what are the  

limits, if any, to their expansive [ ... ] tendencies. [ ... ] From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the  

Adriatic, an Iron Curtain has descended across the continent. Behind that line lie all the  

capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe. Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 

Budapest, Belgrade. Bucharest and Sofia, all these famous cities ... lie in what I must call the  

Soviet sphere, and all are subject [...] to a very high and, in many cases, increasing measure  

of control from Moscow [ ... ]. The Communist Parties [ ... ] are seeking everywhere to obtain  

totalitarian control.  
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STALIN'S REPLY TO CHURCHILL, INTERVIEW IN THE  

COMMUNIST PARTY NEWSPAPER PRAVDA, 13 

MARCH 1946  

The Germans made their invasion of the USSR through  

Finland, Poland, Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary. [ ... ] the  

Soviet Union's loss of life has been several times greater than  

that of Britain and the United States put together. Possibly in  

some quarters an inclination is felt to forget about these  

colossal sacrifices of the Soviet people which secured" the  

liberation of Europe from the Hitlerite yoke. But the Soviet  

Union cannot forget about them. And so what can there be  

surprising about the fact that the Soviet Union, anxious for  

   its future safety, is trying to see to it that governments loyal in  

their attitude to the Soviet Union should exist in these  

countries ? How can anyone, who has not taken leave of his  

wits, describe these peaceful aspirations of the Soviet Union  

as expansionist tendencies on the part of our State?  

 

  A Peep under the Iron Curtain,  

cartoon in the newspaper Daily Mail, 1946  

This cartoon shows Winston Churchill trying to look under 

Joseph ('Joe') Stalin's Iron Curtain.  

 

 

 

TASKS: EXAMINING THE EVIDENCE - THE IRON CURTAIN  

1. Explain the metaphor of the Iron Curtain 

2. Summarize Stalin’s justification of Soviet foreign policy in his reply to Churchill's speech 

3. „People in Eastern Europe could no longer travel to the West without special permission“ –  Can 

people in Eastern Europe from countries like Russia or the Ukraine travel to the West (European 

Union) without special permission today?  


