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HOW WESTERN MEDIA WOULD COVER BALTIMORE IF IT HAPPENED ELSEWHERE 

By Karen Attiah April 30 2015 

If what is happening in Baltimore happened in a 

foreign country, here is how western media would cover 

it: International leaders expressed concern over the 

rising tide of racism and state violence in America, 

especially concerning the treatment of ethnic minorities 

in the country and the corruption in state security forces 

around the country when handling cases of police 

brutality. The latest crisis is taking place in Baltimore, 

Maryland, a once-bustling city on the country’s Eastern 

Seaboard, where an unarmed man named Freddie Gray 

died from a severed spine while in police custody. 

Black Americans, a minority ethnic group, are 

killed by state security forces at a rate higher than the 

white majority population. Young, black American 

males are 21 times more likely to be shot by 

police than white American males. 

The United Kingdom expressed concern over 

the troubling turn of events in America in the last 

several months. The country’s foreign ministry released 

a statement: “We call on the American regime to rein 

in the state security agents who have been brutalizing 

members of America’s ethnic minority groups. The 

equal application of the rule of law, as well as the 

respect for human rights of all citizens, black or white, is 

essential for a healthy democracy.” Britain has always 

maintained a keen interest in America, a former 

colony. 

Palestine has offered continued assistance to 

American pro-democracy activists, sending anti-tear-gas 

kits to those protesting police brutality in various 

American cities. Egyptian pro-democracy groups have 

also said they will be sharing their past experience with 

U.S.-made counter-protest weapons. 

A statement from the United Nations said, “We 

condemn the militarization and police brutality that 

we have seen in recent months in America, and we 

strongly urge American state security forces to launch a 

full investigation into the death of Freddie Gray in 

Baltimore. There is no excuse for excessive police 

violence.” The U.N. called on the United States to make 

a concerted effort to make databases of police violence 

public to improve transparency and cut down on 

corruption in the justice system. 

International analysts predict the seeds of a so-

called “American Spring,” fomented by technology. 

“It’s amazing what social media is doing for the cause of 

justice in America,” said a political rights analyst based 

in Geneva. “The black youth of America are showing 

what 21st-century civil rights activism looks like, using 

technology, social media and a decentralized organizing 

strategy to hold authorities accountable and agitate for 

change. These kids represent what modern-day freedom 

fighting looks like. The revolution will be tweeted, 

Periscope-d and Snapchatted.” 

Local leaders in the American township of 

Baltimore imposed a state of martial law this week 

after peaceful protests turned violent. In response, 

countries around the world have advised darker-

skinned nationals against non-essential travel to 

areas noted for state violence against unarmed people of 

color, especially in recent hot spots such as  NewYork, 
Missouri,  Oklahoma, SouthCarolina, Ohio, California, 

Michigan, Virginia and now Maryland. 

International human rights groups have appealed 

to the global community to facilitate asylum for 

America’s ethnic black minorities. When asked whether 

the European Union was willing to take on more black 

refugees risking their lives in fleeing American state 

violence, an E.U. human rights spokesman said: “More 

black refugees? We are dealing with our own 

Mediterranean crisis, so now is not really a good time 

for that for us. Furthermore, we believe in American 

solutions to American problems.” The African Union 

has not responded to requests for comment. 

American government officials took to state 

media, characterizing the protesters as “thugs,” a 

racially coded word increasingly used to describe 

black males in America. Commentators in 

national media have frequently compared the protesters 

and riots to various characters and events from the 

popular television series “The Wire,” set in early-2000s 

Baltimore. 

America’s ethnic blacks have 

been displaced from many of their communities due to 

a phenomenon experts on the region call 

“gentrification,” when wealthier residents move into a 

lower-income area. Baltimore is no exception to this 

trend, with some areas seeing home values rise as much 

as 137 percent after corporate dollars move in on 

opportunities in poverty-stricken areas. 

Resident Joe Smith, a member of the white 

majority ethnic group, said outside of a brand-new 

Starbucks near Baltimore’s Inner Harbor, “I don’t know 

why these blacks are destroying their own communities. 

Why don’t these people follow Martin Luther King’s 

example? Those guys got it good from the police back 

then too, but they didn’t try to rise up and fight back 

and make everyone uncomfortable, you know?” 

Karen Attiah is the Washington Post's Opinions Deputy 
Digital Editor.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-partisan/wp/2015/04/30/how-western-media-would-cover-
baltimore-if-it-happened-elsewhere/?tid=sm_fb 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/people/karen-attiah
https://www.propublica.org/article/deadly-force-in-black-and-white
https://www.propublica.org/article/deadly-force-in-black-and-white
http://stream.aljazeera.com/story/201408141902-0024060
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/egypt-protest-police-us-made-tear-gas-demonstrators/story?id=12785598
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/egypt-protest-police-us-made-tear-gas-demonstrators/story?id=12785598
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/12/04/nyregion/grand-jury-said-to-bring-no-charges-in-staten-island-chokehold-death-of-eric-garner.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/23/us/ferguson-missouri-michael-brown-parents-civil-lawsuit/
http://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/robert-bates-oklahoma-reserve-deputy-pleads-not-guilty-manslaughter-n345471
http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/10/us/south-carolina-police-shooting/
http://www.cleveland.com/metro/index.ssf/2015/01/extended_tamir_rice_shooting_v.html
http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-ezell-ford-autopsy-20141229-story.html
http://newsone.com/3086905/aiyana-stanley-jones-news/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/news/local/wp/2015/04/13/the-death-of-natasha-mckenna-in-the-fairfax-jail-the-rest-of-the-story/
http://www.wnd.com/2015/04/baltimore-mayor-apologizes-to-rioters-for-using-t-word/
http://www.salon.com/2015/03/23/black_history_bulldozed_for_another_starbucks_against_the_new_baltimore/
http://www.bizjournals.com/baltimore/blog/real-estate/2015/03/this-map-shows-the-gentrification-of-baltimores.html?page=all
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-partisan/wp/2015/04/30/how-western-media-would-cover-baltimore-if-it-happened-elsewhere/?tid=sm_fb
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Rosa Parks said about her motif: "Well, I was 
quite tired after spending a full day working. 
I handle and work on clothing that white 
people wear. That didn't come in my mind 
but this is what I wanted to know: when and 
how would we ever determine our rights as 
human beings? " 

 

The National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 

founded in 1908, opposed racial segregation 

in the USA. 

THE 1940S: FIRST STEPS AGAINST RACIST 

DISCRIMINATION 

What the Afro-American sociologist and historian William 
Eduard B. Du Bois had said long ago, unnoticed, now loomed 
large after the end of WW2 in 1945: "The problem of the 20th 
century is the problem of the color line."  

In 1946, US-President Truman appointed a committee on Civil 

Rights which recommended that Congress pass laws against 

lynching and to stop voting discrimination, and suggested 

new laws to end racial discrimination in jobs. Truman 

issued an executive order directing that the armed forces, 

segregated in World War II, institute policies of racial equality. 

The order may have been prompted by the need to maintain 

black morale in the armed forces, as the possibility of war grew. 

It took over a decade to complete the desegregation in the 

military.  

In a series of suits against racial segregation in the schools, the 

US Supreme Court finally, in 1954, struck down the "separate 

but equal" doctrine that it had defended since the 1890s.  In 

Brown vs. Board of Education the Court ruled out the 

separation of schoolchildren, as it "generates a feeling of 

inferiority … that may affect their hearts and minds in a way 

unlikely ever to be undone." In the field of public education, 

it said, "the doctrine of 'separate but equal' has no place." 

By 1965, more than 75 percent of the school districts in the 

South remained segregated.  

Still, it was a dramatic decision – and the message went 

around the world in 1954 that the American government had 

outlawed segregation. In the United States too, it was an 

exhilarating sign of change.  

MARTIN LUTHER KING, ROSA PARKS & CIVIL 

DISOBEDIENCE 

What to others seemed rapid progress to many blacks was 

apparently not enough. At the end of 1955, in the capital city of 

Alabama – Montgomery – Mrs. Rosa Parks, a forty-three-

year-old seamstress who had been active in the NAACP, 

decided to sit down in the "white" section of a bus and was 

arrested. Montgomery blacks called a mass meeting. They 

voted to boycott all city buses. Car pools were organized to 

take people to work; most people walked. The city retaliated by 

sending many leaders of the boycott – among them Rosa Parks – to jail. White segregationists turned to 

violence. Bombs exploded in four Negro churches and one at the home of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (MLK). The 

27-year-old Atlanta-born minister was one of the most prominent leaders of the bus-boycott. But the black people 

of Montgomery persisted, and in November 1956, the Supreme Court outlawed segregation on local bus lines. 

On February 1, 1960, four students at a Negro college in Greensboro, North Carolina, decided to sit down at 

the Woolworth's lunch counter downtown, where only whites ate.  They were refused service, but would not 

leave, and returned, joined by others, day after day. In the next two weeks, sit-ins spread to fifteen cities in five 

southern states. In the next twelve months, more than fifty thousand people, mostly black, some white, participated 

in demonstrations of one kind or another in a hundred cities, and hundreds of people were put in jail. But by the 

end of 1960, lunch counters were open to blacks in Greensboro and many other places. 
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THE FREEDOM RIDERS & THE STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE (SNCC) 

In the spring of 1961, a group of whites 

and blacks boarded a bus in Washington, 

D.C., traveling together, headed for New 

Orleans. These were the first of the 

Freedom Riders, trying to break the 

pattern of segregation in interstate travel. 

Such segregation had long been illegal, but 

the federal government never enforced the 

law in the South. The president now was 

John F. Kennedy, but he too seemed 

cautious about the race question, concerned 

about the support of southern white 

leaders of the Democratic party. The buses 

never got to New Orleans. In South 

Carolina, riders were beaten. In Alabama, a 

bus was set afire. Freedom Riders were 

attacked with iron bars. The southern 

police did not interfere with any of this 

violence, nor did the federal government. 

FBI agents watched, took notes, did 

nothing.  

Despite the racist violence, veterans 

of the sit-ins formed the Student 

Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

(SNCC), dedicated to nonviolent but 

militant action for equal rights. They 

organized further Freedom Rides. All over 

the Deep South - where the atmosphere 

of slavery still lingered - the young people 

of SNCC, mostly black, a few white, were 

moving into communities in Georgia, 

Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas. Joined by 

local black people, they were organizing 

to register people to vote and to protest 

against racism. When black civil rights 

leaders planned a huge march on 

Washington in the summer of 1963 to 

protest the failure of the nation to 

solve the race problem, it was quickly 

embraced by President Kennedy and 

other national leaders, and turned into a 

friendly assemblage. Martin Luther 

King's speech there thrilled 200,000 

black and white Americans - "I have a 

dream."  

As the “Mississippi summer” of 

1964 approached, SNCC and other civil 

rights groups working together in 

Mississippi, and facing increasing 

violence, decided to call upon young 

people from other parts of the country 

 

Freedom Riders under attack in Alabama. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.: “A storm is rising against the privileged 
minority of the earth, from which there is no shelter in isolation or 
armament. The storm will not abate until a just distribution of the fruits 
of the earth enables men everywhere to live in dignity and human 
decency. The American Negro may be the vanguard of a prolonged 
struggle that may change the shape of the world, as billions of deprived 
shake and transform the earth in the quest for life, freedom and justice.” 

 Martin Luther King Jr. on civil disobedience: 

”Nonviolent protest must mature to a new level to correspond to 
heightened black impatience and stiffened white resistance. This higher 
level is mass civil disobedience. There must be more than a statement to 
the larger society, there must be a force that interrupts its functioning at 
some key point. That interruption must not, however be clandestine. It 
must be open and, above all, conducted by large masses without 
violence. If the jails are filled to thwart it, its meaning will become even 
clearer…” 
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for help. They hoped that would bring attention to 

the situation in Mississippi. In that summer of 1964 

racist violence resulted in three civil rights workers, 

James Chaney, a young black Mississippian, and two 

white volunteers, Andrew Goodman and Michael 

Schwerner being beaten with chains, and shot to 

death.  

CIVIL RIGHTS LAWS 

Congress and government began reacting to 

the black revolt and the world publicity. Civil rights 

laws were passed. They promised voting equality as 

well as employment equality. In 1965, President 

Johnson sponsored and Congress passed an even 

stronger Voting Rights Law, this time ensuring on-

the-spot federal protection of the right to register and 

vote. The effect on Negro voting in the South was 

dramatic. In 1962, a million southern blacks (20% of 

those eligible) registered to vote. In 1964 the number 

was 2 million – 40%. By 1968, it was 3 million, 60% – 

the same percentage as white voters.  

But the blacks could not be easily brought into 

"the democratic coalition" when bombs kept 

exploding in churches, when new civil rights laws did 

not change the root condition of black people. In 

the spring of 1963, the rate of unemployment for 

whites was 4.8 percent. For nonwhites it was 12.1 

percent. According to government estimates, one-

fifth of the white population was below the poverty 

line, and one-half of the black population was 

below that line. 

MALCOLM X & “BLACK POWER”  

The nonviolence of the southern movement was 

effective because it appealed to national opinion 

against the segregationist South. But, according to the 

black militant Malcolm X, it was not enough to deal 

with the entrenched problems of poverty in the 

black ghettos in the North. In 1910, 90% of Negroes 

lived in the South. By 1965, mechanical cotton pickers 

harvested 81% of Mississippi Delta cotton. Between 

1940 and 1970, 4 million blacks left the country for the 

city. By 1965, 80% of blacks lived in cities and 50% 

of the black people lived in the North. "Black 

Power" was the new slogan – an expression of 

distrust of any progress given or conceded by whites. 

After Malcolm X was assassinated as he spoke on a 

public platform in February 1965, he became the 

martyr of this movement. Hundreds of thousands 

read his autobiography. He was more influential in 

death than during his lifetime. In the months and years after the assassination, in the black ghettos of the 

country, came the greatest urban riots of American history. In August 1965, the black ghetto in Watts, Los 

Angeles, erupted in the most violent urban outbreak since World War II. It was provoked by the forcible arrest of a 

 
„Race mixing is communism“ – Part 1 

Report of the National Advisory Committee on 
Urban Disorders 

“Pervasive discrimination and segregation in 
employment, education, and housing [...] growing 
concentrations of impoverished Negroes in our major 
cities, creating a growing crisis of deteriorating 
facilities and services and unmet human needs [...] A 
new mood has sprung up among Negroes, 
particularly the young, in which self-esteem and 
enhanced racial pride are replacing  apathy and 
submission to the "system."  

 

 

Malcolm X advocated that black people should 
protect themselves by any means necessary:  

“You’ll get freedom by letting your enemy know that 
you'll do anything to get your freedom; then you'll get 
it.  When you get that kind of attitude, they'll label 
you as a "crazy Negro," or they'll call you a "crazy 
nigger" – they  don't say Negro. Or they'll call you an 
extremist or a subversive, or a radical. But when you 
stay radical long enough and get enough people to 
be like you, you'll get your freedom.”   
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young Negro driver and the clubbing of a bystander by police. 

According to the report of the National Advisory 

Committee on Urban Disorders there were eight major 

uprisings, thirty-three "serious but not major" outbreaks, and 

123 "minor" disorders in 1967 alone. Eighty-three people, 

mostly black civilians, died of gunfire. "The "typical rioter," 

according to the commission, was a young, high school 

dropout but "nevertheless, somewhat better educated than his 

non-rioting Negro neighbor" and "usually underemployed or 

employed in an unskilled job." He was "proud of his race, 

extremely hostile to both whites and middle-class Negroes and, 

although informed about politics, highly distrustful of the 

political system." The report blamed "white racism" for the 

disorders, and identified the ingredients of the “explosive 

mixture which has been accumulating in our cities since the end 

of World War II”: 

The killing of Martin Luther King in April 1968 brought new 

urban outbreaks all over the country, in which thirty-nine 

people were killed, thirty-five of them black. Evidence was 

piling up that even with all of the civil rights laws now on the 

books, the courts would not protect blacks against violence 

and injustice:  

 In the 1967 riots in Detroit, three black teen-agers were 

killed. Three Detroit policemen were tried for this triple 

murder. The defense conceded that the policemen had 

shot two of the blacks. A jury exonerated them. 

 In Jackson, Mississippi, in the spring of 1970, on the 

campus of Jackson State College, a Negro college, police laid 

down a 28-second barrage of gunfire, using shotguns, rifles, 

and a submachine gun. Four hundred bullets struck the girls' 

dormitory and two black students were killed. A local grand 

jury found the attack "justified" and U.S. District Court Judge 

Harold Cox (a Kennedy appointee) declared that students who 

engage in civil disorders "must expect to he injured or killed." 

THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY 

Founded in Oakland, California in October 1966, the Black 

Panther Party for Self Defense created a Ten-Point Program that 

called for "land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice 

and peace.” Further demands among others, were full 

employment for black people and an “education that teaches us 

our true history and our role in the present-day society” as well as 

exemption from conscription for African-American men. The 

Black Panther Party's most widely known programs were its armed 

citizens' patrols to evaluate behavior of police officers and its 

Free Breakfast for Children program. However, the group's 

political goals were often overshadowed by their confrontational 

tactics against police. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director J. Edgar 

Hoover called the party and its estimated 10,000 members “the greatest threat to the internal security of the 

country,” and he supervised a massive Counter-intelligence Program (COINTELPRO) of surveillance and 

infiltration and many other tactics designed to undermine Panther leadership and to incriminate party members.  

  
 

Panther slogans and iconography spread. At 
the 1968 Summer Olympics, Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos, two American medalists, gave 
the black power salute during the playing of 
the American national anthem. The IOC 
banned them from the Olympic Games for life. 

 

 
Newspaper published by the Black Panthers 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oakland,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conscription
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Breakfast_for_Children
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Bureau_of_Investigation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Edgar_Hoover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Edgar_Hoover
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surveillance
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infiltration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Summer_Olympics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tommie_Smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Carlos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Olympics_Black_Power_salute
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Olympic_Committee


 

 

7 
Die Rolle der Medien im politischen & historischen Kontext 
- The Vietnam War & the Civil Rights Movement 

AUFGABEN ZU “THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT”  

1) Please account for how - according to Martin 
Luther King - nonviolent protest should function. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Give examples for successful civil rights’ 
nonviolent protest in the 1950’s and 1960’s . 

1955/56: 

 

1960: 

 

1961: 

 

SNCC: 

 

3) Account for the reaction of the Congress and the U.S. government to the civil rights movement. 

1965:  

4) Account for the changes the Voting Rights Law  - passed in 1965 -  brought for blacks in the South of the U.S.. 

1962:  

1968:  

 

5) In the 1960’s the slogan of “Black Power” emerged. Please explain the meaning of this slogan. 

  

  

 

6) Give an explanation for the urban riots in the black ghettos of the North of the U.S. in the years since 1965 
(Report of the National Advisory Committe on Urban Disorders). 

February 1965:  

Poverty:  

Unemployment:  

 

April 1968: 

 

7) According to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover the Black Panther Party represented “the greatest threat to the 
internal security of the U.S.” Please account for some of the goals of the Black Panther Party (= Material 1) 
and explain Hoover’s assessment of the Black Panthers. 

 

 

 
„Race mixing is communism“ – Part2 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Edgar_Hoover
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KOMPETENZORIENTIERTE AUFGABE (PORTFOLIO) 

 „DIE ROLLE DER MEDIEN IM HISTORISCHEN UND POLITISCHEN KONTEXT“  

1. Schildere kurz die Entwicklung des „Civil Rights Movement“ in den USA nach dem Zweiten 

Weltkrieg! 

2. Nimm zu der von Karen Attiah vertretenen Position über die Berichterstattung westlicher Medien (= 

„How the media would cover Baltimore if it happened elsewhere“) Stellung! 

3. Diskutiere die Frage nach der Aktualität der Black-Panther-Forderungen von 1966 (= Material 1) vor 

dem Hintergrund der Ereignisse der jüngsten Vergangenheit (Ferguson, Baltimore, etc.) sowie unter 

Einbeziehung der Materialien 2 und 3!  

 MATERIAL 1: THE TEN POINT PROGRAM OF THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY (OCTOBER 1966) 

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands 

which have connected them with another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, the separate and 

equal station to which the laws of nature and nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 

mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, 

to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent 

of the governed; that, whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of 

the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such 

principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 

happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light 

and transient causes; and accordingly, all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, 

while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 

But, when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariable the same object, evinces a design to 

reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to 

provide new guards for their future security. 

1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our black Community. 

We believe that black people will not be free until we are able to determine our destiny. 

2. We want full employment for our people. 

We believe that the federal government is responsible and obligated to give every man employment or a 

guaranteed income. We believe that if the white American businessmen will not give full employment, then 

the means of production should be taken from the businessmen and placed in the community so that the 

people of the community can organize and employ all of its people and give a high standard of living. 

3. We want an end to the robbery by the white man of our black Community. 

We believe that this racist government has robbed us and now we are demanding the overdue debt of forty 

acres and two mules. Forty acres and two mules was promised 100 years ago as restitution for slave labor and 

mass murder of black people. We will accept the payment as currency which will be distributed to our many 

communities. The Germans are now aiding the Jews in Israel for the genocide of the Jewish people. The 

Germans murdered six million Jews. The American racist has taken part in the slaughter of over 50 million 

black people; therefore, we feel that this is a modest demand that we make. 

4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings. 
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We believe that if the white landlords will not give decent housing to our black community, then the 

housing and the land should be made into cooperatives so that our community, with government aid, can 

build and make decent housing for its people. 

5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent American society. We 
want education that teaches us our true history and our role in the present-day society. 

We believe in an educational system that will give to our people a knowledge of self. If a man does not have 

knowledge of himself and his position in society and the world, then he has little chance to relate to 

anything else. 

6. We want all black men to be exempt from military service. 

We believe that black people should not be forced to fight in the military service to defend a racist 

government that does not protect us. We will not fight and kill other people of color in the world who, like 

black people, are being victimized by the white racist government of America. We will protect ourselves 

from the force and violence of the racist police and the racist military, by whatever means necessary. 

7. We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER of black people. 

We believe we can end police brutality in our black community by organizing black self-defense groups that 

are dedicated to defending our black community from racist police oppression and brutality. The Second 

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States gives a right to bear arms. We therefore believe that all 

black people should arm themselves for self defense. 

8. We want freedom for all black men held in federal, state, county and city prisons and jails. 

We believe that all black people should be released from the many jails and prisons because they have not 

received a fair and impartial trial. 

9. We want all black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by a jury of their peer group or people 
from their black communities, as defined by the Constitution of the United States. 

We believe that the courts should follow the United States Constitution so that black people will receive fair 

trials. The 14th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution gives a man a right to be tried by his peer group. A peer 

is a person from a similar economic, social, religious, geographical, environmental, historical and racial 

background. To do this the court will be forced to select a jury from the black community from which the 

black defendant came. We have been, and are being tried by all-white juries that have no understanding of 

the "average reasoning man" of the black community. 

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace. And as our major political 
objective, a United Nations-supervised plebiscite to be held throughout the black colony in which only black 
colonial subjects will be allowed to participate for the purpose of determining the will of black people as to 
their national destiny. 
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MATERIAL 3 

 

 

MATERIAL 4 
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Countee Cullen's poem "Incident"  

Once riding in old Baltimore,  

Heart-filled, head-filled with glee,  

I saw a Baltimorean  

Keep looking straight at me.  

 

Now I was eight and very small,  

And he was no whit bigger,  

And so I smiled, but he poked out  

His tongue, and called me, "Nigger,"  

 

I saw the whole of Baltimore  

From May until December;  

Of all the things that happened there  

That's all that I remember.  

The black militant mood, flashing here and there in the 1930s, was reduced to a subsurface simmering 

during World War II, when the nation on the one hand denounced racism, and on the other hand 

maintained segregation in the armed forces and kept blacks in low-paying jobs. When the war ended, a 

new element entered the racial balance in the United States—the enormous, unprecedented upsurge of 

black and yellow people in Africa and Asia.  

President Harry Truman had to reckon with this, especially as the cold war rivalry with the Soviet 

Union began, and the dark-skinned revolt of former colonies all over the world threatened to take 

Marxist form. Action on the race question was needed, not just to calm a black population at home 

emboldened by war promises, frustrated by the basic sameness of their condition, It was needed to 

present to the world a United States that could counter the continuous Communist thrust at the most 

flagrant failure of American society-the race question.  
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To understand the spiral of violence it is 

probably necessary to understand the effect the US-

American war in Vietnam had especially on poor 

blacks in the US.  

In early August 1964, President Johnson had used 

a set of events in the Gulf of Tonkin, off the coast of 

Communist controlled North Vietnam, to launch full-

scale war on Vietnam. Johnson and Secretary of 

Defense Robert McNamara had told the American public there had been an attack by North Vietnamese torpedo 

boats on American destroyers. "While on routine patrol in international waters," McNamara said, "The U.S. 

destroyer Maddox underwent an unprovoked attack." It later turned out that the Gulf of Tonkin episode was a 

fake. In fact, the CIA had engaged in a secret operation attacking North Vietnamese coastal installations – so if 

there had been an attack it would not have been "unprovoked." And it was not in international waters but in 

Vietnamese territorial waters. It turned out that no torpedoes were fired at the Maddox, as McNamara said. 

Immediately after the Tonkin affair, American warplanes began bombarding North Vietnam and American 

soldiers were sent to South Vietnam. By early 1968, there were more than 500,000 American troops there, and the 

U.S. Air Force was dropping bombs at a rate unequaled in history. Large areas of South Vietnam were declared 

"free fire zones," which meant that all persons remaining within them -  civilians, old people, children – were 

considered an enemy, and bombs were dropped at will. Villages suspected of harboring Viet Cong were subject 

to "search and destroy" missions – men of military age in the villages were killed, the homes were burned, the 

women, children, and old people were sent off to refugee camps. By the end of the war, seven million tons of 

bombs had been dropped on Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia – more than twice the amount of bombs dropped 

on Europe and Asia in World War II. 

Some of the first signs of opposition in the United States to the Vietnam war came out of the civil rights 

movement – perhaps because the experience of black people with the government led them to distrust any claim 

that it was fighting for freedom. In  August 1964, when Lyndon Johnson was telling the nation about the Gulf 

of Tonkin incident, and announcing the bombing of North Vietnam, black and white activists were gathering in 

Mississippi, at a memorial service for the three civil rights workers killed there that summer. One of the 

speakers pointed bitterly to Johnson's use of force in Asia, comparing it with the violence used against 

blacks in Mississippi.  

In 1965, young blacks who had just learned that a classmate of theirs was killed in Vietnam distributed a leaflet: 

"No Mississippi Negroes should be fighting in Vietnam for the White man's freedom, until all the Negro 

People are free in Mississippi." The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) declared in early 

1966 that "the United States is pursuing an aggressive policy in violation of international law" and called for 

withdrawal from Vietnam. Around the same time, Julian Bond, a SNCC activist who had just been elected to the 

 

US-President Lyndon Johnson had escalated the Vietnam 
war and failed to win it. By the year 1968 his popularity was 
at an all-time low; he could not appear publicly without a 
demonstration against him and the war. The chant “LBJ, LBJ, 
how many kids did you kill today?" was heard in 
demonstrations throughout the country. 



 

 

13 
Die Rolle der Medien im politischen & historischen Kontext 
- The Vietnam War & the Civil Rights Movement 

Georgia House of Representatives, spoke out against the war and the draft, and the House voted that he not be 

seated because his statements "tend to bring discredit to the House." The Supreme Court restored Bond to his 

seat, saying he had the right to free expression under the First Amendment. Students, often spurred by the 

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), were heavily involved in the early protests against the war. Student 

protests against the ROTC (Reserve Officers Training Program) resulted in the canceling of those programs in 

over forty colleges and universities. The ROTC was to supply half the officers in Vietnam. In September 1973, 

for the sixth straight month, the ROTC could not fulfill its quota.  

Young men began to refuse to register for the draft, refused to be inducted if called. As early as May 1964 the 

slogan "We Won't Go" was widely publicized. Some who had registered began publicly burning their draft 

cards to protest the war. In May 1969, the Oakland induction center reported that of 4,400 men ordered to report 

for induction, 2,400 did not show up. One of the great sports figures of the nation, Muhammad Ali, the black 

boxer and heavyweight champion, refused to serve in what he called a "rich white man's war"; boxing 

authorities took away his title as champion.  

The antiwar movement, early in its growth, found a strange, new constituency: priests and nuns of the 

Catholic Church. Some of them had been aroused by the civil rights movement, others by their experiences in 

Latin America, where they saw poverty and injustice under governments supported by the United States.  

In 1967, Martin Luther King Jr. spoke out at Riverside Church in New York in his speech “Beyond 

Vietnam.” He connected war and poverty: "We are spending all of this money for death and destruction, and not 

nearly enough money for life and constructive development."  

King now became a chief target of the FBI, which tapped his private phone conversations, sent him fake 

letters, blackmailed him, and even suggested once in an anonymous letter that he commit suicide. As a Senate report 

on the FBI said in 1976, the FBI tried "to destroy Dr. Martin Luther King." On April 4th, 1968, he went to 

Memphis, Tennessee, to support a strike of garbage workers in that city. There, standing on a balcony outside his 

hotel room, he was shot to death by an unseen 

marksman 

 

In 1968, Daniel Berrigan, a catholic priest who had 
visited North Vietnam and seen the effects of U.S. bombing, 
joined by seven other people went into a draft board office 
in Catonsville, Maryland, removed records, and set them 
afire outside in the presence of reporters. They were 
convicted and sentenced to prison terms of two to six years.  
Daniel Berrigan wrote at the time of the incident: “Our 
apologies, good friends, for the fracture of good order, the 
burning of paper instead of children [....] We could not, so 
help us God, do otherwise [....] The time is past when good 
men can remain silent, when obedience can segregate men 
from public risk, when the poor can die without defense.”  

 



 

 

14 
Die Rolle der Medien im politischen & historischen Kontext 
- The Vietnam War & the Civil Rights Movement 

 In 1968, Richard Nixon, pledging that he would get the 

United States out of Vietnam, was elected president. He 

began to withdraw troops; by February 1972, less than 

15,000 were left. But the bombing continued. Nixon's 

policy was Vietnamization - the Saigon government, 

with Vietnamese ground troops, using American money 

and air power, would carry on the war. Nixon was not 

ending the war; he was ending the most unpopular 

aspect of it, the involvement of American soldiers on 

the soil of a faraway country. By 1970, the Washington 

peace rallies were drawing hundreds of thousands of 

people. In 1971, twenty thousand came to Washington to 

commit civil disobedience, trying to tie up Washington 

traffic to express their revulsion against the killing still 

going on in Vietnam. Fourteen thousand of them were 

arrested, the largest mass arrest in American history.  

As the war became more and more unpopular, 

people in or close to the government began to break out 

of the circle of assent. The most dramatic instance was 

the case of Daniel Ellsberg who was a Harvard-trained 

economist, a former marine officer, employed by the 

RAND Corporation, which did special, often secret 

research for the U.S. government. Ellsberg helped write the Department of Defense history of the war in 

Vietnam and then decided to make the top-secret document public, with the aid of his friend, Anthony Russo, 

a former RAND Corporation man. Ellsberg and Russo spent night after night, duplicating the 7,000-page 

document. Then Ellsberg gave copies to various congressmen and to the New York Times. In June 1971 the Times 

began printing selections from what came to be known as the Pentagon Papers. It created a national sensation.  

The Nixon administration indicted Ellsberg and Russo for violating the Espionage Act by releasing 

classified documents to unauthorized people; they faced long terms in prison if convicted. The judge, however, 

called off the trial during the jury deliberations, because the Watergate events unfolding at the time revealed 

unfair practices by the prosecution.  

The publicity given to the student protests created the impression that the opposition to the war came mostly 

from middle-class intellectuals. But a survey made by the University of Michigan showed that, throughout the 

Vietnam war, Americans with only a grade school education were much more strongly for withdrawal from 

the war than Americans with a college education. In 1966, of people with a college education, 27% were for 

immediate withdrawal from Vietnam; of people with only a grade school education, 41% were for immediate 

withdrawal. In 1970, both groups were more antiwar: 47% of the college educated were for withdrawal and 61% 

of grade school graduates.  

All this was part of a general change in the 

entire population of the country. Bruce 

Andrews, a Harvard student of public opinion, 

found that the people most opposed to the 

war were people over fifty, blacks, and women.  

The capacity for independent judgment 

among ordinary Americans is probably best 

shown by the swift development of anti war 

feeling among American GIs – who came 

mostly from lower-income groups. There had 

been, earlier in American history, instances of 

soldiers' disaffection from the war, like the 

conscientious objection in World War I. But 

Vietnam produced opposition by soldiers 

 

Veterans back from Vietnam formed a group called Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War.  
 

 

In 1975, Richard Nixon admitted that the antiwar 
movement caused him to drop plans for an 
intensification of the war. In his Memoirs, he wrote: 
"Although publicly I continued to ignore the raging 
antiwar controversy ... I knew, however, that after all the 
protests and the Moratorium, American public opinion 
would be seriously divided by any military escalation of 
the war." It was a rare presidential admission of the 
power of public protest.  
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and veterans on a scale, and with a fervor, never seen before.  

In 1966, three army privates, one black, one Puerto Rican, one white - all poor – refused to embark for 

Vietnam, denouncing the war as "immoral, illegal, and unjust." They were court-martialed and imprisoned. The 

individual acts multiplied. A black private in Oakland refused to board a troop plane to Vietnam, although he faced 

eleven years at hard labor. The GI antiwar movement became more organized. Near Fort Jackson, South 

Carolina, the first "GI coffeehouse" was set up, a place where soldiers could get coffee and doughnuts, find 

antiwar literature, and talk freely with others. Other GI coffeehouses sprang up in half a dozen other places 

across the country. Underground newspapers sprang up at military bases across the country; by 1970 more than 

fifty were circulating. Mixed with feeling against the war was resentment at the cruelty, the dehumanization, of 

military life.  

The dissidence spread to the war front itself. When the great Moratorium Day demonstrations were taking 

place in October 1969 in the United States, some GIs in Vietnam wore black armbands to show their support. 

A news photographer reported that in a platoon on patrol near DaNang, about half of the men were wearing black 

armbands. The French newspaper Le Monde reported: "A common sight is the black soldier, with his left fist 

clenched in defiance of a war he has never considered his own."  

Altogether, about 563,000 GIs received “less than honorable” discharges, indicating something less than dutiful 

obedience to the military. Deserters doubled from 47,000 in 1967 to 89,000 in 1971. In December 1970, hundreds 

of Vietnam Veterans against the War went to Detroit to what was called the "Winter Soldier" investigations, to 

testify publicly about atrocities they had participated in or seen in Vietnam. In April 1971 more than a thousand 

of them went to Washington, D.C., to demonstrate against the war. One by one, they went up to a wire fence 

around the Capitol, threw over the fence the medals they had won in Vietnam, and made brief statements about the 

war.  

The system was working hard, by the late sixties and early seventies, to contain the frightening explosiveness of the 

black upsurge. Blacks were voting in large numbers in the South, and in the 1968 Democratic Convention three 

blacks were admitted into the Mississippi delegation. By 1977, more than 2,000 blacks held office in eleven southern 

states (in 1965 the number was 72). There were 2 Congressmen, 11 state Senators, 95 state representatives, 267 

county commissioners, 76 mayors, 824 city council members, 18 sheriffs or chiefs of police, 508 school board 

members.  

It was a dramatic advance. But blacks, with 20 percent of the South's population, still held less than 3 percent of 

the elective offices. A New York Times reporter, analyzing the new situation in 1977, pointed out that even where 

blacks held important city offices: "Whites almost always retain economic power." After Maynard J ackson, a black, 

became mayor of Atlanta, "the white business establishment continued to exert its influence."  

Those blacks in the South who eould afford to go to downtown restaurants and hotels were no longer barred 

because of their race. More blacks could go to colleges and universities, to law schools and medical schools. N 

orthern cities were busing children back and forth in an attempt to create racially mixed schools, despite the racial 

segregation in housing. In the summer of 1977, the Department of Labor reported that the rate of unemployment 

among black youths was 34.8 percent. Despite the new opportunities for a small number of blacks, blacks were 

twice as likely to die of diabetes; seven times as likely to be victims of homicidal violence rising out of the poverty 

and despair of the ghetto.  

Statistics did not tell the whole story. Racism, always a national fact, not just a southern one, emerged in 

northern cities, as the federal government made concessions to poor blacks in a way that pitted them against poor 

whites for resources made scarce by the system. Blacks, freed from slavery to take their place under capitalism, had 

long been forced into conflict with whites for scarce jobs. Now, with desegregation in housing, blacks tried to move 

into neighborhoods where whites, themselves poor, crowded, troubled, could find in them a target for their anger.  
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BEYOND VIETNAM -- A TIME TO BREAK SILENCE 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 4 APRIL 1967, RIVERSIDE CHURCH, NEW YORK CITY 

I would like to suggest five concrete things that our government should do [immediately] to begin the long and 
difficult process of extricating ourselves from this nightmarish conflict: 

Number one: End all bombing in North and South Vietnam. 
 
Number two: Declare a unilateral cease-fire in the hope that such action will create the atmosphere for 
negotiation. 
 
Three: Take immediate steps to prevent other battlegrounds in Southeast Asia by curtailing our military buildup 
in Thailand and our interference in Laos. 
 
Four: Realistically accept the fact that the National Liberation Front has substantial support in South Vietnam and 
must thereby play a role in any meaningful negotiations and any future Vietnam government. 
 
Five: Set a date that we will remove all foreign troops from Vietnam in accordance with the 1954 Geneva 
Agreement. 
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Napalm bombs contain jellied gasoline that sticks to structures as it 
burns.   

 On June 5, 1965, the New York Times carried this dispatch from Saigon: 
“As the Communists withdrew from Quangngai last Monday, United 
States jet bombers pounded the hills into which they were headed. Many 
Vietnamese – one estimate is as high as 500 – were  killed by the strikes. 
The American contention is that they were Vietcong soldiers. But three 
out of four patients seeking treatment in a Vietnamese hospital 
afterward for burns from napalm were village women.”  

 

1966: Wounded US marine is led past stricken comrades after a fierce 
firefight for control of Hill 484 in South Vietnam 
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AUFGABEN ZU “THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT”  

1. Please account for how - according to Martin Luther King - nonviolent protest should function. 

 Protest = more than a statement to the larger society  

 Protest = interrupt society’s functioning at a key point, not clandestine (geheim), but open, large masses 

 Consciously taking risk of being jailed 

 

2. Give examples for successful nonviolent protest in the 1950’s and 1960’s . 

1955: Mongomery Bus boycott – 1956: Supreme Court outlaws segregation on local bus lines 

1960: Sit-in against segregation at lunch counters (North Carolina) successful 

1961: Freedom Rides (Washington – New Orleans) against segregation in interstate travel 

Early 1960s:  SNCC organizing Afro-Americans to register for voting 

1963: March on Washington 

1964: “Mississippi Summer” – Racist violence against civil rights acitivists 

 

3. Account for the reaction of the Congress and the U.S. government to the civil rights movement. 

1965: Civil Rights laws: employment equality & voting rights law 

 

4. Account for the changes the Voting Rights Law  - passed in 1965 -  brought for blacks in the South of the U.S.. 

1962: 20% of Afro-Americans registered to vote 

1968: 60% of Afro-Americans registered to vote 

 

5. In the 1960’s the slogan of “Black Power” emerged. Please explain the meaning of this slogan. 

 Distrust in any progress “given” by whites 

 Enhanced racial pride instead of agony and submission to the “system” 

 

6. Give an explanation for the urban riots in the black ghettos of the North of the U.S. in the years since 1965 
(Report of the National Advisory Committe on Urban Disorders). 

February 1965: Assassination of Malcolm X 

Poverty: 50%  among blacks – 20 % among whites 

Unemployment: 12% among blacks – 4 % among whites 

1910: 90% of blacks in the South, 1965: 50% of blacks live in the Northern cities 

Pervasive discrimination in employment, education and housing – unmet human needs 

 

7. According to FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover the Black Panther Party represented “the greatest threat to the 
internal security of the U.S.” Please account for some of the goals of the Black Panther Party (= Material 1) and 
explain Hoover’s assessment of the Black Panthers. 

Power to determine our destiny, empolyment or guaranteed income, restitution for slave labor, decent housing, 

Education that teaches us our true history, end to police brutality, freedom for black men in jails and prisons, fair 

trials in court by a jury of the peer group 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Edgar_Hoover

