
 

1 World War I  - 1914 - 1918 

WORLD WAR I - A WAR OF MACHINE MADE MASS DESTRUCTION 

Aufgabe:       Verbinde die Satzanfänge links mit den passenden Fortsetzungen!  

 

a) In the summer of 1914 ... 

 

b) During the First World 

War ... 

 

c) The documentary, 

Emperor Franz Joseph and 
World War I, strives to… 

 

d) For the first time ever in a 

war ... 

e) In 1917, ...  

 

 

Emperor Franz-Joseph 

 

Dead Soldiers in a trench 

 

Emperor Wilhelm II 

 

 

 

 1... the United States entered the war on the one side of the Entente because 

they had loaned the governments of Britain and France large sums of money.   

2... the Austro – Hungarian government delivered an ultimatum to the 

Kingdom of Serbia. This was, to a certain extent, accepted by Serbia. 

3... poison gas (= chemical weapons) was used on all fronts. 

4... in Eastern and South-Eastern Europe (Russia, Serbia) tens of thousands of 

people in the conquered territories of the Austro- Hungarian Army were 

imprisoned in labour camps while others were hanged as "traitors". 

5... soldiers and military equipment was sent into the war with the blessing of 

Catholic priests. 

6... the k.u.k. Army marched into Serbia. This was followed by the Russian 

government, under Tsar Nicholas, declaring war against Austria– Hungary. 

7... the German army invaded neutral Belgium and swooped into France 

("Schlieffen Plan"). 

8... the advance of the German Army on the Western Front was stopped by 

French and British troops at the Marne River, only a few kilometers northeast 

of Paris. 

9... present Emperors Franz Joseph and Karl as not being responsible for the 

outbreak and continuation of the war. 

10... a tough static war of attrition developed on all fronts. The soldiers fired 

from the trenches with heavy artillery, machine guns and hand grenades. At 

Verdun, up to 20,000 soldiers died each day but there were no lasting break-

throughs. Several million soldiers lost their lives in this way. 

11... those in influential circles in Austria – Hungary wanted to start a war 

against the Kingdom of Serbia. 

12... the production of arms was a priority for the war while that for the civilian 

population was limited and food became scarce. 

13... the Austrian Crown Prince Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by the 

Serbian nationalist Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo. 

14... the October Revolution occurred in Russia. The new government under 

the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky declared an unconditional ceasefire and 

agreed, in March 1918, to the treaty of Brest -Litovsk. 
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