
 

1 The French Revolution: Human and Civil Rights 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION: HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS 

 

 

TASKS 

1. Look carefully at the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen”, which was passed in August 1789 

by the French National Convention and 

 Mark in yellow the articles which outline citizens’ freedoms 

 Mark in red the articles which outline citizens equality 

 Mark in green the articles which limit the governments’ powers 

 Mark in blue the articles which take care of the peoples’ property 

2. Reread article XVI of the text and answer the following questions: 

 What is the English translation for  the German term "Gewaltenteilung"? 

Separation of powers 

 Name the three branches that are mentioned in article XVI 

Legislative = Gesetzgebende Gewalt = Parlament 

Executive = Ausführende Gewalt = Regierung 

Judiciary = Rechtsprechende Gewalt = Gerichte 
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TASKS 

3. Comment on the "Code Napoleon" from the viewpoint of a woman or a child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Is  the "Code Napoleon" in accordance with the first article of the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of 

the Citizen”  (August 1789) which states that,  “Men are born and remain free an equal in rights” ?  

Give reasons for your opinion!  
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THE STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM AND SLAVERY 

 

Inspired by the French Revolution of  1789 and the declaration of  the rights of  men, 

slaves in French colonies in the West Indies demanded freedom. In 1789, there were 

half  a million slaves working on plantations owned by French colonists and every 

year an average of  30,000 slaves were imported from Africa to Haiti alone. The 

slave-owners made huge profits by exporting sugar, coffee and tobacco produced by 

slave labour. By 1791, the most important development was the Haitian slave 

revolution led by Toussaint Louverture, a former slave. 

 

In 1793 the National Convention in Paris, led by Robespierre and the Jacobins 

(Jakobiner), endorsed the abolition of  slavery in all the French colonies. After the 

end of  the Jacobins’ rule in France in 1794, Louverture declared Haiti’s 

independence. Thereafter, in 1802 Napoléon Bonaparte sent an expedition of  more 

than 20,000 soldiers to regain control of  the island and to re-establish slavery as well 

as the status of  Haiti as a colony of  France. The Haitians defeated the French 

troops in 1803, thus accomplishing the first ever successful slave revolution. France 

then withdrew its remaining troops from the island and Napoleon gave up his idea 

of  re-establishing a North American empire. Haiti's independence was proclaimed in 1804.  

Fearful of  the influence of  the slave revolution, U.S. President Thomas Jefferson and most European nations refused 

to recognize the new Haitian republic. The republic's future was even more compromised in 1825, when it was forced 

to pay 150 million gold francs in reparations to French slaveholders, in order to receive French recognition and end 

the nation's political and economic isolation. Though the amount of  the reparations was reduced in 1838, Haiti was 

unable to finish paying off  its debt until 1947, and the payments left the country's economy deeply impoverished. 

 

In the decades and centuries to come, millions of  people in Africa and Asia would be colonized by the French and 

other European powers. Their land was taken away from them and most often they were denied basic civil and 

political rights. It was not before the 1950s and 1960s, that the former European colonies in Africa and Asia were able 

to gain independence from European rule. 

TASKS - DIFFICULT 

5. Give an explanation for the fact that Europeans denied human rights to Africans and Asians! 

 

 

 

 

6. A politician from Indo-China (now Vietnam) - who had fought against the French colonial power in order to 

gain independence in the 1950s - was asked what he thought of the French Revolution. His answer was, “It is 

too soon to tell.” Can you try to explain his answer?   
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